Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 186517 

46 

ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AGR-05 USIE-00 PRS-01 PA-01 

INRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 OMB-01 COME-OO CIEP-01 

TRSE-00 SS-15 NSC-05 SSO-OO NSCE-00 SP-02 SAJ-01 L-03 

/062R 

DRAFTED BY EB:JLKATZ:DA 
APPROVED BY EB: JULIUS L. KATZ 
USDA:RBELL 
EUR/SOV : WEDGAR 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
AGRICULTURE, USIA 

116364 

O 071430Z AUG 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 186517 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OTRA, UR, EAGR 

SUBJECT: PRESS CONTACT WITH SPRING WHEAT TEAM 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS REVIEWED AGAIN WITH USDA EMBASSY RECOMMEN- 
DATION ON PRESS CONTACT WITH SPRING WHEAT TEAM. WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT PRESS CONTACT IN MOSCOW WOULD BE 
HIGHLY UNDESIRABLE. ATTEMPT TO LIMIT TEAM SPOKESMAN'S 
BRIEFING TO "SUCH MATTERS AS RECEPTION BY SOVIETS AND SOME 
OBSERVATIONS ON SOME AREAS VISITED" WILL NOT IN OUR VIEW 
SUCCEED. TEAM SPOKESMAN INEVITABLY WILL BE PRESSED TO 
INDICATE FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS, AND HIS FAILURE TO DEAL 
WITH SUCH MATTERS WOULD RUN GREATER RISK OF CHARGES OF COVER 
UP THAN TO STATE SIMPLY THAT TEAM IS MADE UP OF TECHNICAL 
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WASHINGTON. 

2. AS ALTERNATIVE, WE SUGGEST THAT AG ATTACHE, WHO WE 
UNDERSTAND ACCOMPANIED TEAM, IN PRESENCE OF AMBASSADOR CAN 
ADDRESS QUESTIONS OF AREAS VISITED, AND RECEPTION BY 
SOVIETS WITHOUT HAVING TO ADDRESS THE TEAM'S OBSERVATIONS OR 
CONCLUSIONS. KISSINGER 
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